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GLDSBY 'S TaVERN
132 Neorth Koyal Street, #lexsndris H
Virginis
Owner: Americsn Leglon

Date of erectiopm: 1752 and 1792

Builder: John Wise (later building)

Pregsent condition: Good

Descrintion:

The tavern, which is now operated ss & museum, congists of
twe sdjolining buildings. That to the south is the older and
smeller and was recorued by the Survey. It is of brick, laid in
Flerish bond, two stories nigh below & gacle roof. The nasonry

is of coru¢derarle distinetion, the brick being carefully laid
and the windows &1l spanmed by stone flat wrches. These are cut
to the form of rugticeted voussoirs and winged key stones, the
. exposed surface of the latter being vermiculated in low relief.
i The strine course ig elso of cut stone.

The feacede is five bays with a center door, which is richly
trimned in wood. The freme ls composed of flapking fluted Doric
pllasters gupporting en open pediment inte which projects the
arched transom of the coor. Thie ig trimmed with &n archivolt
and winged key, end the plazing is of an interlscing cesign. The
door itrelf 1s urususl in its panel desipn, having two tiers of
thiree verticel panels below two horizontsl panels at the top.

Tne meln cornige 1s of wooc, above & moulidec stone course,
and has moulded bﬂd*iiLOHUhl On tHe roof are three dormer win-
Gows, centered on the outside snd middle windows. These are
framed by srchilraves sno capgped by pulvinsted *riezes end pedi-
ments. &% the hend the architrave ig broken oy a winged ey,
These sash sre six-over-six iighte snd 8 by 10 lnches. The mod~
ern sagn in the windows below have e similar number of lights,
but origirally vnaoubtedly hed twelve-over-twelve-lisht sugh.

In plan the building has & narrow central hall, at the left
(zouth) & large recm ruaaning the fuill Jepth of the house, and &t
the right two small roome with angle {ireplseces. The hall widens
ton&rd the rear to aliow space for the stalr.

The second {1ocr conuiste of one large rocm used formerly
for belles and ssgemblies. On the third ficor there are three
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attic rooms, the Ilanking roows bLelng reached throuph the center
one.

he trim of the tevern is exceptionally good and is mostly
original. The davos have richly moulded caps &nd bases but are
shiealnet rether than panelec, The mantele all have paneled over-
mantels, thet in the soath [irsi-floor room being the most elsb-
orate. It hes an earea srchitrave frame supporting a frieze and
cornice~ghelf. The overimuntel penel ie framed by a fully moulded
eared arceniirave, against the crossettes of walceh moulded brack-
els sppear supporting « Lroken pediment. In the mantel certain
alterations have taken plece which may have included the removal
cf consoles and the suvbstitution of & mitred moulding. The
whole composition is inept and curicusly at veariance with the
rest of the woocwork of the bullding.

The mantels in tne north rooms and in tne tall room are simi-
isr in scheme, although the latter are larger in scale and size.
Ths fireplaces in all are {remed by esred srchitraves, above
which are long rarvow panels below mouldec cornice-type shelves.
The overmantel penele are also framed by ecred architraves. At
elther side of ezch mantel, to cover the chimney breast, are &
series of vertical panels.

The steir is pariiculeriy noteworthy, sithough not an import-
ant femture of the interior. It is 2f the open-string type with
serclled console Lrackets and unusually heavy turned balusters.
This azcencs to the attic.

The newer section of the tavern is three full stories high
ith an attic and basement and hacd extensive accomwmodations for
revelers. It faces on Hoyali 8ireet budl has an important front-
e

-
fa
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e on Cemeron Street. The fecede ir less intercsbting than the
ide elevation, ecpecially since the removal of the elaborate
oripinal decrway Guring the Victorisn period. The building is
four bayes wide, the door keing off-center to the left. The wine~
dows on the firet and seconu floors are gubstantially siwmilar in
size and neve twelve-over-twelve-iight sssh, tut those on the
thirg floor are reauced in heipnt and nave slght-over—-esight-light
sash. On the roof are three cormers with arched heads and pedi-
nent trin. :

o

m

The masonry of the bullding is brick, lald carefully in Fiem-
ish bend. The brick is large in size and uniform in color and
texture. Ths oripinal jointing was the type known &s tuck-and-
pat joint, which wes described by betty Langley in his London
Prices. 1t consisted of & regular raked joint against which was
run & raised ritbon of white mortar. This, in places. was ralsed
one-sixteenth of an inch or more zbove the surfsce of the Lricks,
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50 forming = wort of irwame. This dis *the only exaumple known to the
writer in this country. The only section of the jointing which
remalned In pristine conditlion was that covered by the woodwork
of the Victorian Goor, the rest being much weathered. There is

no trim brick except in the Ceep flat arches of the windows,
which are gauged and laid in white cement.

The wooo trim of the exterior was purticularly acistinguiched
before the resoval of the doorway, witich is now in the Hetlropolitan
HMugeum in Hew York. Tt is substantially a mate to the doorway on
the older part of tie buiiaing, but with aorce delicate cetail.
The mein cornice ig elaborated with both mouillions and dentils.
On the side elevation the pavle roof is trsated as o pediment
with a reke would siwilar to the cornice. Thie elevation hag &
pair of insice ena wall chimneys, the stacks of which yproject
above the pediment. There are psirs of wincows centoered on the
ghafts. At the resr ig a Victerian ctricl wing which replaced an
early low wing, the evidence far which can bte geen in the rear
well ef the tavern.

In recent yeurs the extericr nss been partiszlly restored.
The nineteenth-century doorway was removed and a simple arched
doorway was substituted. This corresponcs to the original door
anG transci end 1 built so thet the oripiasl trim or & reproduc-
ticn of it can Le fittsa sgainst 1t. 411 window sash is new, the
old being storea in the attic. & large part of the nain cornice
has been rebulit and the dormer trim hag ceen restored. Restora-
tions on the interior include reprocucing the woouworx of the Ball
Room &ndd the mantels in the hall and front drawing room on the
first floor, all of which was removed by the detropelitan dlugeum.

in plan the buildiop new hes & hall at the ieft with a stair
hall beyond, and &t the right & pair ol drawing reeoms. Origineliy
the hall wes civided into two rooms with angle {irepluces apgaingst
the south welil. The partition was removed and the chimney al-
tered, perhaps when the Victorian doorway was instelled. The
plan of the oririnel wing was lost when 1t wsg rebuilt, but the
evidence points to the fact that there must have been &t least
ene fipne reom in it, probably the Gining room. The evidence for
this lies in the elaborate trim of the door from the west parlor
on its outside face. The Yitchen may have been beyond in the
end of the wing. On the thrce upper floors the plan has not bsen
altered except where the chluney wace changed in the south wall.
The modery wing covers both west windows, wheress the former wing
coused the omissicn of only one, the northwest window on the west
wall.

The trim throughout is excellent, and the form is a scholarly
Ceorglan type. It consists of wood dados with mouldsd caps and
bages, ceiling cornices, and, in the important rooms, pansled
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chimney brassis. Tne Bsll Room is one of the wmost distinguished
rooms of dils period in toe couniry. It has & peir of frontis-
plece montels on thae ncrth wsll anu & musiclens' gallery on the
gouth wall. The paneled dade has a chair razil enriched with
gtrepwork ovaament. The main cornice is fully moulded, with a
dentil couree. 4all windows nsve pareled jambs and architraves
eared &t the top. The wuntels ere prrticularly fine in design.
The openings are {remedu by earec archliraves on which rest
scrolisd consoles supporting mantel shelves. Above are single
penels framed by eared srchitraves, below broken serpentine pedi-
ments. Trne pediments heve large plain roseties which mey have
been intendew to be trested with applied ornament. The musi-
cians! gellery is hunpg from the ceiling jolsts sgainst the south
wezll. The posts sre turned above the railing, which is ramped

st the posts. The balusters are turned to match those in the
main stelir, which is unpretentious but well designed. For &

full discussion of the woodwork of the ball Room see "An Assembly
Room of Washington's Tize," T. T. Watermsn, in farly American
Roons, Hussell Kettell, Fditor.
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